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Thank you for participating in the environmental monitoring program of antineoplastics. The Institut national de 

santé publique du Québec (INSPQ) quantifies traces of hazardous drugs per the established costs. The 

Pharmacy Practice Research Unit (URPP) prepares a personalized report of your contamination, free of 

charge, which allows comparison with other Canadian centers on expoprof.org.  

Please follow this sampling protocol exactly as described.  

MATERIAL 

Each kit contains: 

- 13 sampling tubes, each including 1 wet wipe (WypAll X-60, 6 cm x 8 cm) in a pre-identified 50mL 
polypropylene tube 

- 12 pairs of nitrile gloves meeting chemotherapy standards (ASTM D6978-05). 

- 1 copy of this Sampling protocol 

- 1 copy of the Sampling sites information questionnaire 

- 1 sampling model (600 cm²)  

- 1 pre-addressed envelope for shipping to the INSPQ 

NOTES 

- Make sure that the WypAII X-60 used for sampling is still damp. If it is dry, please contact the URPP 

- Sampling must be performed on the same day by the same person 

- Sampling is done at the end of a working day, before surfaces are cleaned 

- Use a different tube for each site to be sampled 

- Identify your sampling sites per the “Sampling sites information” questionnaire. Surfaces are standardized 
to allow for inter-center and inter-year comparisons 

- Unused kits may be stored up to 2 months at 4 ºC, protected from light 

SHIPPING  

- Keep the kits at 4 ºC, protected from light, until they are shipped to the INSPQ  

- Place all tubes in the pre-addressed envelope 

- Ship the kits at room temperature with a courier service that allows 24-hour delivery, at the beginning of 
the week (Monday or Tuesday) 

- Fill the questionnaires « Your centers practices » and « Sampling sites information » on RedCap, using 
the direct link that you will receive by email. Make sure to indicate the date when the shipment is sent, so 
that the URPP may follow-up 
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SAMPLING METHOD  

Please view this video that shows the sampling method: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52bb8ZFeIYw  

1. Put on the supplied gloves. Use a new pair for each sampling. 

2. Define the surface to sample; the 600 cm2 surface corresponds to a 8½ per 11 inch sheet. If your 
sampling area is different than 600 cm², please indicate the area sampled. 

Take the damp wipe in the pre-identified tube and unfold it completely.  

(for a non-flat surface, go to step 5 directly) 

FOR A FLAT SURFACE (for example, the 20 cm x 30 cm area of a counter) 

3. Sample the surface with a grid pattern as shown below: vertically, then horizontally with a side of the wipe 
on all the area (defined in step 2). Wipe from top to bottom, then from left to right.  

 

 

 

 

4. Then use the other side of the wipe (the side that was not previously in contact with the surface) and 
repeat step 3; from top to bottom, then from left to right with the same wipe (this corresponds to a total of 
4 passes on this area). 

(for a flat surface, continue to step 7) 

FOR A NON-FLAT SURFACE (for example a smart pump or an infusion bag) 

5. Sample the surface with one side of the wipe. 

6. Then use the other side of the wipe (the side that was not previously in contact with the surface) and 
repeat step 5 with the same wipe. 

 

7. Put the wipe back in the polypropylene tube and tightly close the lid. 

8. Discard the gloves. 

9. Fill the questionnaire « Sampling sites information » on RedCap, using the direct link that you will receive 
by email (you may fill out the paper copy while you conduct your sampling, but please then fill out the 
RedCap questionnaire afterwards). 

Repeat steps 1 to 9 for each site indicated on the « Sampling sites information » questionnaire. 

*Photograph each site sampled* 

CONTACT  

- For any question, contact the URPP at: expoprof.hsj@ssss.gouv.qc.ca 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52bb8ZFeIYw

